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100 best places to live and launch

36. Stafford, Texas

Population: 25,607

Pros: Minimal taxes, cheap
housing and ample
available land

Con: Business community
still small

Stafford is a small
community that offers
Texas-sized savings: The
town has no property tax
and the lowest sales tax in
the Houston area.

COURTESY: CITY OF

STAFFORD

"If you have any type of
business with substantial
inventory or taxable assets,
starting up in Stafford is extremely favorable," says Jeff Wiley, president of the Greater
Fort Bend County Economic Development Council.

 Talk back: What do you think of Stafford?

In addition to the traditional Texas oil and gas sector, there's also a growing medical
community in the city. Wiley says that Stafford is bursting with office parks and
undeveloped land, but adds that there's a balance between commercial and
residential areas.

Some flock to Stafford for its density of churches - 51 in seven square miles - but the
city drew attention a few years ago for its attempts to quell their proliferation. Stafford
is located near the many museums and shopping centers in Houston, but also boasts
its own upscale shopping center, called the Fountains on the Lake. -Mina Kimes

Interactive map: Stafford, Texas
& Find homes for sale in Stafford, Texas

NEXT: 37. Radnor Township, Pa.
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* 7 tax-free havens

* Top tech launching pads
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Bear Stearns investors: Who
lost big

&Y

Bear Stearns employees, who own about 30% of the firm,
and fund managers lost big when the Wall Street giant
collapsed. Here's a look at some of the hardest hit. (more)

, Housing rescue: What you need

a- Bl to know

FE T
There are so many plans being floated to stem the subprime

crisis and avert foreclosures, it's hard to keep track. A cheat
sheet on the major proposals. (more)

100 best places to live and
launch

A're job worries tempting you to start your own company?
We canvassed the country to find towns with the best mix of
business advantages and lifestyle appeal. Check out our
100 top picks and find the perfect place to build your dream.
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